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HEMORANDOM FOR: TAC AD-HOC Sub-Comuittee on Inforastion Processing 


SUBJECT + Stetus Report on Area Classification Catling. 


1. The working group hes developed the following criteria vithin the 
terns of reference oy vhich it judges erea clasaifiestion eyetiums 
investigeted and considered. Tne group har agreed that a 6-di ols 
evetem acceptable to ell menber agencies bt: 


a) supre-olpha-numeric in structs and capable of shenming 
political geagraphic concept. 


b} Mexible to permit geogranhice expansion, and political changs, 
anc. eceommedate apecific or peculier needs of an individual 
BMENCY 


ec) adeptable to either manual or machine use. 
&) simple to leern and to use. 


2. Listed below are the area classification syatemes that have been 
considered to date and the action taken an them by the group. 


@) Aix Force, Bombing Encyclopedia ~ Rejected. The group 
recognized ite merits for tergeting purposes , but tao 
much overhauling would be veouired in order ta use 
since it expands te 14 digits, ia not hierarchial in 
Biructuré and pinpoints too finely with WAC ang target 
breakdowns; it can not show in ite present fora political 
geograshic concepts. 


b) Stete Department, Documents Classification Scheme, Part I: 
' Geographic - Accepted in part. Certain features res of “this 
code ere considered in the final recommendation. It is a 
5 digit alpha-numeric code which expends easily. The 
approach ig good; not sufficiently detailed to acccmuodate 
elenants required. by all agencies. 


¢) Navy Department, Classification und Coding _ Scheme for 


World Wide Geographic Locations - Reject Tt is” 
a straight 7-digit numeric systen ee for ‘naval logistics 


needs; breakdowns are not. well suited to intedligence needs 


A AREA PRE RR I IE 


a) Agmy, CIC Ares Classification - - Rejected. | Modifications of 
AMS area code to suit CIO needs. 


@) CIA, Indwetrial Regiater Comtry Code ~ The group has 
@iaeussed the structure of this code in part, but ie continuing 
stuly of It to compare with the present AMS code end State 
Depawinent; Geographic Classification Scher. 
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25X1 3. The NSA representative, eS will present at 
the next meeting a pattern which she Is developing es a basis for an 
area cade. 


4, Major Leslie Nelson of the Air Force andf sido 
CIA heve presented a pattern for a classification code. 


5. In view of the fact that several meetings were required to 
orient the entire group on machine techniques, and the intelligence 


needs of each agency, the group requests an extension of 30 days 


beyond 11 March to present its final recommendations to the AHIP 
Committee. 


25X1 


Chairmen, Area Classification 
Working Group 
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